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 Liho' chere is no Religious Doty but what 
is ſufficiently / encouraged” in the Word of 


dc mus is, and of that mhich is to come; yet 
it cannot be denied but there are very peculiar Marks 

of Eſteem and Diſt inction ſet upon ſome above others, 
do recommend them to our eſpecial Regard and Zeal. 
In this Account, you will all agree with me, that 
Charity in general ſtands foremoſt ; it being called 


God, but what has the Promiſe of rhe Life . Tim. & 8. 


—{{ſ J 13. 


the more excellent Wa, the greateſt of the three chief 1 Cor. 12.315 | 
t 


Chriſtian, Graces, very Bond of Perfectneſ, and 4 
Covering for the ' Multitude of Sins. And ſurely, of 
all the Farts or Branches of Charity, this, of Piouſly 
and Mercifully beſtowing our Subſtance, is extoll'd to 
the higheſt Eminence: So that it has, not only, all the 
Divine Aſſurances in common with other Duties, 
and all the — Commendations peculiar to that 
; of Charity, butſome very ſingular Marks of Favour, 
to diſtinguiſn it to our Wonder and Admiration. 
For, while the Goſpel has taught us this humbling 


Leſſon, in reſpect to our whole! Duty, that, — Luke 17. 10. 2 


done all that is commanded us, we muſt ſay, we are an 
table Servants, we have done but miha was our Duty to 
dd; muſt it not ſutpriſe us to cład the Holy Spirit ſo 
ſo loy / in condeſcention to this ſpecial Brasch of Cha- 
"© . rity, 
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rity, as to admit that we may, hereby, draw the All- 


ſufficient God in our Debt, and give him Credit and 
Honour ? And yet, ſo he has been pleas'd expreſſy to 
declare for our encouragement, He that hath Pity upon 
the Poor, leadeth anto the Lord; And, here again, by way 


of Exhortation, Hanour tte Lord withahy Subſtance. 


Not doubting, then, but that ſuch a gracious en- 


5 denring Cirenliancs of Recommendation, mult ope- 
a 


rate affectingly upon every well difpoſed Mind, it 
Wall be my preſent Endeavour, to ſet the Foree and 
Virtue of it a working upon your kindly Spirits: And, 
in order hereunto, I ſhall proceed | 


J. To ſbem, aud iu what Reſpecis we may be ſaid, 
to Honour the Lord with our Subſtance. | 


# : 
-. 3» 


1 II. To aucb Jour Heaxts with the Motives that ſhould, 
8/pecially, engage gon to this Duty. = 0 


In the firſt Place, then, I am to ſhew you, How, 


A in bet Reſpetts we may be ſaid, to Honour the 


Lord with our Subſtance, 


And here, that the wealthieſt and biggeſt Man on 
Earth may not ſwell up with Conceit, that his being 
Rich and Great is any Honour either to God or 
to himſelf, without conſidering how he came by the 
Wealth he has, and what he does with it, I take 
leave to Premiſe, {nlp 


Firſt, That he, who has. fraudulently and unjuſtly 
attained his Swſtarce, is utterly uncapable of doing 
e 
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the leaſt Honozr to God therewith, even, tho he poſ- 
ſeſt the Treaſares of both Tad. That which is rak 
and filch't together by baſe diſhonourable Means, and 
in Breach of the Laws of God, is gotten in pure Can- 
tempt and Affront to his Divine Majeſty : And how 
then is it poſſible, that his Honour ſhould ever be 
Maintaind, and e 5 That fundamen- 
tal Errour in the firſt Contoction of his Subſtance, rendets 
it unfit to be Miſtributed, ever after, to the ſupport ei- 
ther of God's Honmoar, or his own. To have an in- 
0 ungodly Eſtate, apply d to the Glory of God 
e Property of it had need be quite alter d: And 
therefore, the only way of converting it to that end, 
is to return it, as far as we are able, to the right Owners. 


But, 


Secondiy, Admitting the vaſt Eſtate we poſſeſs to 
have been ever ſo fairly gotten e yet if we Mt 
ſerly amaſs and hoard it up, we ſhall turn it very little 
to the account of God's Honour. What we do no 
good with, what we do 1 1 with, what we ſlave, 
and pine, and diſtract our ſelves to heap up, in or- 
der to render aſeleſs, is very far from anſwering any 
Ends of Honour; but, rather, ſeems purpoſely with- 
held, with Concern and Caution, leaſt God, who 
gave us our Riches, ſhould have any Credit of them; 
and as if the number of abandomd Objects were fo 
much greater than it is, by ſuch fad Mortals, who, 
while they complain and live like Men in want, are 


poſſeſt of Superfluity enough to leſſen the Number of 
real Indigents, by great Multitudes 


B 2 * Thirdly, 
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Luk. 16. 19. 


23. 


Thrirdly, Tho” it be ſu ſficient to ſurmount that diſ⸗- 
honourable Character, if we can ſay, that, as we 
ain'd our Subſtance honeſtly, ſo we ſpend it on our 


ſelves freely; yet this is far from coming up to the 


Bleſſed and Glorious Duty here recommended; of 
honauring the Lord with our Sub ſtance: The Worſhip of 
God 1s very little advanced,. and the, Family of God 


very little ſuſtained, by that which we prodigally pour 


out upon our own Vanities. and Luſts. We think we 
do enough to caſt an honourable Figure, when we let 
it be ſeen, that we live liberally, keep a ſumptuous 
Table, and diſplay a ſplendid Equipage: But, alas, 
thus far Dives himſelf was « Man of Honour: For 
he was ſuch a rich Man as clothed himſelf in Purple and 
fine Linnen, and faired Sumptuouſly every Day. But 
the fad Cataſtrophe of Dives, when. in Hell be lift 
4p his Eyes, ſhould warn us, how little God eſteems 
himſelf Glorify'd, with what the Wealthy laviſh out 
upon their own Luxuries.. In fine, theSubſtance we 
ſpend upon our own Pompand Pride, we do not pre- 


tend to Honour the Lord with, but our ſelves ; and, 


Rom. 13. 14 


much lefs with what we conſume in the Ways of 


Intemperance and Sin, and, in making Proviſion for 


the Fleſh, ta fulfill the Laſts thereof, for this is done in. 
direct defiance of God's Honour. 11% Mt 


once more, As for all thoſe whom God is pleaſed 


to exerciſe under the Trial of a mean, unproſperous 
Fortune; they do their beſt to Honour the Lord 
with their Subſtance, when they apply that little 
they have, to the faithful Diſcharge of all their juſt 
and to the Decent and Pious ä of 

| | Elr. 
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their own Families. All Demands of Juſtice and 
Right are, firſt of all, to be fatisfy'd, before thoſe 
of Love and good Nature: For ſo the order of thoſe 
_ weightier Matters runs in the Goſpel, Juſtice, Mercy, Mat. 23. 23. 
and Charity. | 


To be liberal in Good and Pious Works, when 
our Circumſtances are ſcarce clear enough to pay eve- 
ry Man his own, is to be Good and Pious at other 
Men's Expenſe; it is to give what we have no 
Right to, breaking thro a juſt Obligation to be free 
for what we are not obliged to; and, like a Sol- 
diers deſerting his indiſpenſible ſworn Duty in one 
= «= to lift a. Voluntier in another, Nay 
r, 


When there is Room enough in a Man's Con- 
dition for Deeds of Piety and Charity to take place, 
thoſe ought to be the firſt in Courſe, that regard 
the Support of our own Fleſh and Blood: Our 

Charity muſt begin at Home: And he who is ever 
ſo Chriſtian like in relieving others, and provideth 1 Tim. 5. 8. 
not for his own, is worſe than an Infidel. And there- 
fore, where the Occaſions. of a. Man's Houſhold 
are equal to the increaſe of his. Eſtate; all he has to 
Honour the Lord with beyond that, is the leaſure 
of his Tyme and Diligence to improve, and make ef- 
fectual the Liberality of other Perſons, and be the 
ſame good Steward to Pious Founders and Benefa- 
Rors, as they are to the living God: And, in fo 
doing, he will Honour the Lord with the beſt of his. 
Abilities, and deſerve a ſuitable Reward. .. 
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- Principally and chiefly, then, does the Engage- 
ment of this fingular Exhortatron concern the Men 
of Treaſure. They muft be Men of Sabſftazce, 
ho are to Honour the Lord with their Sabfance : 
And, if their Minds are mov'd by good Principles, 
and their Hearts are of a fize with their Circum- 
ſtances, they may extend themſelves to the Glory and 
Honour of God ſeveral ways; of which TI ſhall note 
an Inſtance or two, As, 5 2 


I. By relieving the real and unavoidable Necef- 
ſities of Families fallen to decay: (I forbear to men- 
tion, in this Place, the ordinary and Native Poor, 
the Laws having demanded of us a proper and fui- 
table Proviſion for them, in the Nature of a juſt 
Debt. Nerd as = ** have been libe · 
rally brought up, and hy'd in Nepute and Credit, 
if theſe are depreſs'd and e e For- 
tune, they leave a Space for our Generoſity to 
come in, and ſupply their Wants, in Virtue of 
pure Principle and good Will. Fheſe ſhrink a- 
fide, from the Notice and Allowance of the Pub- 
lick Rate; and are, too often, above the lowlmefs 
of Mind, to let their Neceffities be vulgarly known 
and relieved: And as they have enjoyed for a time, 
the Comfort and Satisfaction of living in fome 
Fafhion, like our ſelves, and muſt of conſequence, 
be the more ſenſibly afflicted and hroken Hearted, 
at the mercileſs Stings of Want; ſo their Caſe will 
require to be conſider'd and redreſs'd, in a man- 
ner above that which” regards the common Poor: 
And to provide a creditable, and a clean Retire- 

| ment, 
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ment, endow ' d with a ſuitable Proviſion, for ſuch 
Perſons to make an eaſie Retreat out of this miſe- 
rable World, and prepare and fit themſelves for a 
better; And ſecretly to ſlide Refreſinnents intotheir 
Hands, unſought, and unlook'd for; this is a Cha- 
rity of the nobleſt and ſublimeſt Nature, and adap- 
ted to the Capacity and Spirit of ſingularly Great and 
Good Men. | 


And the Reaſon why this may, peculiarly, be 
ſaid to be honourino the Lord with our Subſtance 
is this, becauſe it ſeems as if it were a peculiar 
neglect in the Divine Superintendency, that ſuch 
Perſons of Birth and Foundation, ſhould be ſuffer'd 
to fink under Extremity : God's Eye may ſeem to 
have wilfully overlook'd them, and his Hand to 
have turn'd againſt them; and his Providence is 
more likely to be charged and reflected on for 
their Misfortunes, than for the Wants of the Vul- 
gar Poor. When, therefore, a Perſon of Eminent 
Ability and Worth, is moved to take their Caſe to 
Heart, and advance by unuſual degrees of Gene- 
neroſity toward their Support, this again, looks pro- 
vidential in their Favour: This wipes off all im- 
putation againſt the All- ſeeing God; and ſhews 
that, how ſoever he might think fit to Diſcipline 
ſuch Men by Diſappointments, as he once did his 
Children of old by Famine, yet he did not utter- 
ly caſt them away: But ſent 4 Man before them, 
even, ſuch a one as good Joſeph, who: being put in 
Poſſeſſion of a vaſt and endleis Store, ſhould deal 
out with a Princely Heart, and a Prudent Hand, 
to their ſufficient Succour and Relief: And, rhere- 


1 


ith 


8 
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in, honouring the Lord with his Subſtance, by 
ſtopping the Cries of ſuch Sufferers, and cutting them 


off from all juft: Pretence of reproaching the Conduct 


of his Providence. And hence, as our wiſe Author, 
in another Place, imputes all Hardſhips we put up- 


on ſuch needy Perſons, to be, in effect, _—_— 


| prov. 14. 31. 


and Vilifying the God who gave them Being; 
he repreſents all the kind and charitable Offices we 


do them, to be a Vindication of his Honour: He. 
that opprefſ.th the Poor reproacheth his Maker, but 


he that honoureth him hath Mercy on the Poor. 


2. Another way, whereby Great and Good Men, 
may Honour the Lord with their Subſtance, is, by 
providing for the Chriftian Education of Orphans, 
and Poor born Children, and laying Foundations 
upon which they may be rear'd up with Literature, as 
well as Nouriſhment, and with ſome charitable regard 
to their Souls, as well as their Bodies: That fo 
inſtead of ariſing toward Maturity with meer brute 
Nature, Sordid without, and Savage within ; they 


- may come up in ſome ſort like our Fellow Crea- 


tures, not purely Humane, but Men, and with a 
Calling and Diligence, that ſhall enable them to 
be their on Men; and in time, to diſtinguiſh them- 
ſelves by giving thoſe Charities, which they were 
born to receive, 22 Wi 


Y 


3 To this end, the many private Charity Schools 
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maintained by common Men, but eſpecially the Mu- 
nificent and ſtanding Hoſpitals Founded by illu- 
ſtrious Benefactors, muſt prove an admirable Ex- 
pedient: © In theſe your Beggarly and Brutal Youth, 

* that 
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that were wont to grow up Naturally and 
% Wildly, like rank and poiſonous Weeds under 
Hedges, ever uſeleſs and inſignificant, - if not 
« worlſe, are carefully removed and tranſplanted, . 
“ as into goodly Nurſeries and Gardens; where 
the tender Plants are dreſs'd and trim'd as the 
« riſe, and by proper Nurture and Husbandry, 

« aye improv'd and ripen'd for ſeveral Ends 


« and Uſes, to the Support and Credit of the 
“Community. | 


And, how many Ways this may redound to | b 
God's Honour and Glory, *tis eaſie to caſt about 
and conſider : For, Firſt, it prevents poor Chil- g 
4: dren from being bred up in a Cuſtom of Curſing | 
and Swearing, of treating Sacred Names and 
Things with Irreverence and Contempt, and of 
diſhonouring the Majeſty of the moſt High, by 
direct Blaſphemy and Prophanation. Again, it 
Inſtructs and Diſciplines them up from practi- 
cally Diſhonouring God, by diſobedient and wick- 
ed Lives, and by a Courſe of Diſſoluteneſs and 
Immorality: Moreover, it tends to the renew- 
ing of God's Image, to ſome tolerable likeneſs 
and reſemblance of the. great Origina/; to the 
Reforraing reaſonable Creatures to ſome ſenſe 
of God, and ſome ſimilitude of the Divine 
Nature: That, as a good Picture ſhews out 
to the Credit and Honour of the Perſon it 
- repreſents ; ſo Children, brought up in a Sober 
Religious Way, by recovering ſome good like- | 
. neſs of God, may live a Credit to their Ma- 
ker, and he may not eſteem himſelf Re- 
| | C proach d 
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proach'd and Blaſphem'd in them, when it ſhall 
be ſaid, Lo theſe are God's Image ! Ina Word, 
it trains Youth up in the Way and Habit of Obey- 


ing, Serving, and Worſhipping God, by a 


Virtuous and Holy Life: And this, certainly, 


is to Honour the Lord with our Subſtance, 


when we apply it to take off the loweſt of Man- 
kind, from point Blaſphemy and Scandal, to 
pay Service and Honour, to the Sacred Name. 


But. 


— 


3. Laſtly, The moſt immediate and avowed 
way that Great Men have, of Fononring the 


Lord with their Sabſtance, is, by liberally advan- 


eing toward Pious Ends and Uſes : Such as are 


the repairing, beautifying and furniſhing of Ho- 


ly Houſes: And eſpecially, the making honoura- 


ble. Proviſion for the Service, and the Servants of 


God. And leaſt, in laying the ſpecial Empha- 


fis here, I ſhould be ſuſpected of Partiality to my 


Profeſſion, I muſt not omit to remark, that the 
Exhortation is exprefly, and ſolely apply'd to this 

End, in the latter Clauſe; as if this were, in truth, 
the only way, and there were none other, where- 
by we could ſo directly ſulfil it. 


Honour the Lord with thy Subſtance, and with 


the Firſt-Fruits of all thine Enucreaſe. Now, it 
is well known that, the Firff-Frairs were an Of- 
ering that did, of 

- Miniſtred at the Altar. And, to ſhew how 
very nearly God thought his Honour concern'd, 
that his Prieſthood ſhould be generouſly pro- 


Right, belong to thoſe who 


vided 
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vided for; he is pleaſed to allow, that all Rights 
and Oblations, which were Dedicated to the Uſe 
of his Miniſters, ſhould be called Offerings to the 
Lord : Thereby letting the People know, - that ke 


received ſuch Pious Dedications as kindly at their 


Hands, as if preſented immediately to himſelf. 
As, on the contrary, the defrauding them of 
their Dues, and with-holding thoſe Rights and 
Recompences, that ſhould in Conſcience be ren- 
der'd them, he reſents ſo very heinouſly, that he 
does not ſpeak of it as a wrong done to them, but 
an Tnjury, and a Rapine, committed directly 


upon hzmſelf. © Thus, by the Prophet Malachy; 


Will a Man rob God? Tet ye have robbed me. Bat ye ſay, 


wherein have we robbed thee ? InT ithes and Offerings. 


And the Reaſon of this is plain: For, when | 


God divided the Land of Promiſe among the 


Tribes of Iſrael, he left Levi no Part or Inheri- 
tance thereof, but. reſervd them to be Main- 


tained by Dues from all other Tribes of the Peo- 
ple: Intending that, by the Payment of this 
Holy Tribute, they ſhould all be held: up to a 


conſtant Senſe and Acknowledgement of his 


Power and Authority over them: And that. 
though he ſtood in Need of none of their Gifts 
himſelf, they ſhould have one plain Way and 
Occaſion left them, of manifefting their Piety 


and Zeal in Preſents and Offerings to their God, 


by generouſly ſupporting the Credit and Honour 
of his Miniſtry. And,. when ſuch Contribu- 
tions were calld, The Lot of God's own Inherti- 
tance, it was not meant that it ſhould be infe- 
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rior to that of other Tribes: On the contra- 
ry, it has been generally caſt up and computed, 
to have been rather greater than that of any 
other. 8 


Now, the Reaſon and Ground of that Divine 
Inſtitution remains, in the Chriſtian Miniſtry, 
unaboliſh'd to this Day: For, being by their Or- 
dination depriv'd of all Worldly Callings, that 
their time and Abilities may be wholly Dedi- 
cated to God's Service, they are to have the 
Dignity of their Characters upheld, by Dues 
| _ Offerings from the reſt of. the People; and 

in ſuch a manner too, as to let their Function 
look indeed like a Character and a Priviledge, and 
not lik a ridiculous and empty Notion. Accord- 
ingly, to ſhew that there has been no Repeal of 
that ancient Ordinance, as ſome pretend, but, that 
the Reaſon at leaſt, if not the Form of it, conti- 
nues much the ſame now, as heretofore, the A- 
poſtle has, moſt judiciouſly, joined the Senſe, both 
of the Law, and of the Goſpel, in this Matter, 
ether; and thereby, inſtead of abrogating the 
Rights of the Prieſt, in Virtue of Chriſtianity, 
has re-enforced, and doubled the Obligation.. Do 
ye not know, ſaid he, That they which. Miniſter about 
Holy Things, live of the things of the Temple, and 
they which wait at the Altar, are Partakers with the 
Altar? Even ſo hath the Lord ozdain'd, that they 
which. Preach the Goſpel, ſhould live of the Goſpel. 
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In fine, The Dedication of proper Houſes for 


Holy Worſhip and Exerciſe, the conſtant and , 


due Performance of all the Parts of Divine Ser- 
vice in them, and the creditable Support of 
a peculiar Miniſtry for that Service, are all 
Matters of a very Sacred and Pious Nature ; they 
are, ſtrictly ſpeaking, Religious Duties; they 
are Things wherein the Honour and Glory of 
God are more nearly concerned than in any o- 
ther; and every Free-will Offering applied to 
theſe Ends, being given on. the Score of the 
immediate Relation they bear to God, he is 
pleaſed to 3 as if given directly to him- 
ſelf. And, whether to have theſe things de- 
cently; and generouſly cared for; or elſe, ſor- 
didly, poorly, beggarly, * contemn'd, 
and ſcorn'd, be moſt for the Lord's Honour, 
muſt be referr'd to the Conſciences of all Chri- 


ſtian People, upon whom the Obligation lies in- 


cumbent. 


Upon the whole Matter, God, who made this 
World, and had the forming and finiſhing tlie 
whole Frame and Conſtitution of it, provided a- 
bundantly for all the needful Demands and Oc- 
caſions of it: this Proviſion he has, in a great 
Meaſure, at leaſt to all outward Appearance, 
put out of his own immediate Diſpoſal, in Truſt 
with the Great and Wealthy Men of this World; 
ſo that his ordinary way of ſupplying all the 
Wants and Exigencies of it, muſt be chiefly 
through their Means; neither does he ſeem to 


have left himſelf any Method of ſuccouring us at 
m9 Emergencies. 
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Emergencies, directly from his own Hands, but 
by pure dint of Miracle; - which cannot reaſona- 
bly be look'd for, in the Courſe of common Pro- 
vidence. And hence it is, that the Rich in this 
World come to be called, Stewards of the Living 
God. And ſurely, a very ſingular and eminent 
Truſt it is, that God has been pleas'd to di- 
ſtinguiſh and Honour them with, it being, as 
our Lord was wont to ſay, a more bleſſed thing to 


give than to receive. 


Now, as it is with a Great Lord, who has 
left the whole Management of his Revenue to 
Stewards, that he is either honour'd or reflected 
on, according as they do or do not faithfully 
and ' wiſely apply it, to anſwer all the juſt Occa- 
fions of his Houſhold; And all Oppreſſions 
and Defaults that happen in the Oeconomy, are 
immediately imputed to the Lord himfelf, even 
though his Stewards are the ſole Occaſion of all: 
So it is with God, the Univerſal Lord and Houſ- 
holder, in reſpect to his Providence over the 


World: For though he has furniſh'd ample Pro- 


viſion for all the Reaſons and Ends of its Sup- 
port and Order; „ having committed the 
larger Stores thereof to the Men of Wealth and 


Subſtance, that they may deal it out again 


according to Neceſſity and Occaſion, he himſelf 
is either honoured or cenfured, thereafter as 
thoſe his Stewards do well or ill appropriate the 
Riches he has credited them with the Diſpoſal 
of ; and upon all grievous Hardſhips 'and Di- 
ſtreſſes, the inconſiderate are wont to caſt: their 

\ | Murmurs 
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Murmurs directly at the Divine Providence, 
and to charge God fooliſhly. The Conſequence of 
all which is, that as the Rich, who deal Diſho- 
| _ Miſerly, or Prodigally, abuſe their Truſt 

to God's Diſhonour and Reproach ; and are 
unfaithful Stewards, and muſt expect a ſevere 
Reckoning at the general Audit ; fo all thoſe 
Wealthy, Treaſured Men, who are Good in 
proportion to their Greatneſs, who eſteem of 
their abundant Affluence, as a Truſt from the 
Hands of God, and are ready to diſtribute, and 
willing to Communicate, and as freely they have re- 
_ reived, fo freely and chearfully to give, according 
as the Occaſions of Piety and, Charity ſhall re- 
vire it of them; theſe are the Good and Faith- 

| Stewards of their Heavenly Maſter, and do 
Hononr the Lord with their Subſtance. I come now, . 


briefly, 


2. In the next Place, To touch your Hearts with + 
the Motives that ſhould, eſpecially engage you to this 
Daty. | 


And here; I ſhall forbear to inſiſt upon all 
thoſe Reaſons and Engagements that ſhould ex- 
cite us to this, in common with our other Chri- 
ſtian Duties; which are as many and as 
there are of Perſwaſions and Promiſes for our 
Religion: Neither ſhall I take advantage of the 
Encouragements that are appropriated to our 
Charity in general, which yet, are very pecu- 

liar and diſtinguiſhing : All theſe, in their pro- 
per Weight and Force, are fitter to compile a 


Book, 
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Book, than to cloſe a Sermon. But I ſhall con- 
fine my Application of what ſhould eſpecially en- 
gage your Hearts to this Duty, within the ſenſe 
of this ſingular endearing Word, wherewith you 
are here exhorted to it, Honour /e Lord with thy 
Sabſtance. And 9 5 


1. What a raviſhing irreſiſtible Charm is 1 
here, to gain upon all generous Minds! God, 
who has an ablolute Right, not only to our 
whole Duty, but to our whole Natures ; to all 
that we have, and all that we are, is pleas'd, not- 
withſtanding, to eſteem himſelf Honour'd, in 

whatſoever we freely advance toward the great 1 

Ends of Piety and Charity. O the inexpreſſi- 4: 
ble Grace and Condeſcention of our Great and 
Good God! And we, who, when we have done 
all that is commanded us, are but unprofitable Ser- 
vants, are, nevertheleſs, by our Pious and Cha- 
ritable Liberalities, in a way of doing our 
Heavenly Maſter Credit and Honour. O the 
. ſingular, ſuperlative Dignity and Excellency of 
this Duty ! The powerful Perſuaſion, the per- 
tect Enchantment that it muſt caſt upon our At- 
fections, to engage our ready and chearful Per- 

formance of it, to the beſt of our Abilities ! 
What? This Worm of Man in a Capacity of 
honouring the All- ſufficient God, with a little 
_ Worldly Subſtance ? Duſt and Aſhes capable 

* of Illuſtrating the brightneſs of the Divine Ma- 
jeſty, of returning Glory to the Fountain of all 
| 1 Saf b of refletting blaze on 
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muſt have but a very dark Senſe of the Worth 
and Uſe of Things, we muſt ſordidly and blind- 
ly dote upon our ruſty Treafure, not to let it 
= Sun, upon fo Bright and Heavenly a Pro- 


Me accept it as Motive enough, to do an act 
of Generofity toward a common Man, when he 
only lets us know, we ſhall obhge him by it: 
When, therefore, the Almighty deſigns to tell us, 
that we ſhall even Honour him with our Subſtance, 
if we only apply the Superfluities of it, to Cha- 
ritable and Pious Uſes ; if this will not unlock, 
and let open our Hearts, to a little Liberality 
that way, we muſt be gone impregnable, and 
Proof, againſt all free Perſwaſion; utterly un- 
capable of acting upon any Good and Honourable 
Principles. Again conſider, 


249, That the Subſtance God is pleas d we 
ſhould Honour him with, is but the ſame, which 

he has firft, done us the Honour of: He credited 
us with our Al, and he only looks, in return, 

that we ſhould Credit him with a Share, even 

with the uſeleſs Superfluity of what he gave us: 

Nay, he choſe us to the great Truſt, of the 

Wealth we poſſeſs, on this very Score and Condi- 

tion, that he might receive the Improvement of 

his own upon Demand. And, by the way, tis 
hard, he-ſhould reckon himfelf Honoured with, 

but, a ſmall return of the whole, which he treely 

lent us; and like one who has credited diſho- | 
neſt ſhameleſs Debtors, when he | hardly N Eccl, 29. & 
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the half of what he ſhould, count it inſt xc had found 
it, and as ſo much Money given. 

folly, how evilly then do we requite his Favour, and 
abuſe the Confidence he has repos'd in us, when 
we. refuſe to render him any part of that which 
1s his own, and cannot find in our Hearts, to di- 
ſtribute the looſe Increaſe, to anſwer thote Glo- 
rious Ends. for which he honoured us with the 
Principal ! Byt, if neither Generofity, nor Grati- 
tude will move us, yet at leaſt the point of Pro- 
fit is what: we can all very ſenſibly feel: And there- 
fore, let it be laid to Heart, ä 175 


zaly, In the laſt Place, That our honouring the 
Lord with our Subſtance, will be the moſt prevail- 
ing Inducement, we can lay upon him, to do us 
the Honour of a plentiful and flowing Increafe. 
Recollect what MOSES admoniſh'd. : Tha 
ſhalt remember the Lord thy God : for it is he that 


giveth thee Power to get Wealth, SAMUEL, 


alſo, has aſſured, that this is the way of his Dif- 
penfations-: Thoſe that Honour me, I will Houour, 
and thoſe that deſpiſe me ſball be lightly: eſteemed. 
And thus far it falls ever true in Fact, that God 
does not ordinarily Bleſs and Honour thoſe with 
much Wealth, I mean, at leaſt, he does not ſut- 
fer” them to be truely Ble and Homonr'd, . but 


rather to be diſgrac'd and curſt, in the Eoſſeſ- 


ſion of it, and to be ſcandalouſly and infamouſ- 


Iy Rich, who have no Hearts nor Bowels, to ap- 


ply any Portion of it to the Eads of Mercy 


and Piety. All the Bleſſings in the Book of God 
run conſtantly in the Fayour of free and boun- 


tiful 


ow unfaithj- 
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tiful Minds : Nor does the Wiſe Man forget to 
annex the Promiſe of a proſperous Fortune, to 
give Life to the Duty I have diſcours'd on: Ho- 
nour. the Lord with thy Subſtance, and with the Firſt- 
fruits of all thy Increaſe : So (fays he) ſhall thy 
Barns be fill d with Plenty, and thy Preſſes ſhall burſt 


out with new Wine. 1 


And, who, then, is that Faithful and Wiſe Ser- 1, 49 
, want, whom bis Lord hath made Ruler over his 46, 47. © 
| Honſhold, to give them Meat in due Seaſon ? Blef- 
fed is that Servant, whom his Lord when he com- 
erh, ſhall find fo doing! Verily I fay unto you, that 
he ſhall make him Raler over all his Goods. This 
gives me fair Occafion of paſſing, from the Na- 
ture and the Obligation of this engaging Precept in 
Theory, to illuſtrate it by a particular Example, and 
ſo conclade. wh hem | 


When, therefore, it pleaſes the Almighty, to 
raiſe up a Perſon among you, of a vaſt ſurpri- 
Fortune, not faddenly ſnatch'd together by 
reaches of - Unrighteouſneſs and Oppreſfion, but 
5 the gs of a Diligent and Honourable 
durſe of Dealing, not Sordidly and Miſerly a- 
maſs d to lie uſeleſs and inſignificant, nor yet Pro- 
digally and Profuſely pourd out upon his own 
Pomp and Voluptuouſnefs, but husbanded and ap- 
propriated, with the eaſineſs of a Management 
and Wiſdom, that ſhow'd, he did not mean to 
keep, all bis Life time, encumber'd and crowded 
up by his own Weaps, but at full Liberty, to move, 
and extend himſelf: Who, at Maturity of =_ 
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and Judgment, . revolving, wherefore a. great A. 


bundancè is given, and what. it is good for; And 
being excited by the general Obligations that en - 
forced our whole Chriſtian Duty, by the par- 


ticular Commendations that prefer Charity before 


the reſt, and by the ſingular Marks of Eſteem be: 
ſtowꝰ'd on this Special Branch thereof, whereby we 
Honour the Lord with our Subſtance ; and bein 

humbly and deeply ſenſible. of our unworthine 

of ſo * an Honour, of the ready Gratitude and 
Acknowledgement it challenges in return, and of 
the more abundant Riches and Honours, through 
God's Favour, conſequent thereunto; Compoſeth 
himſelf (even while his Healthful and Manly 
Days are paſſing, ) chearfully to diſtribute and 


deal out; and with a Prudence and Application 


equal to that wherewith- he gathered in An 

having firſt paid reſpe& to Nature, and the Ties 
of Blood, by adding to the Fortunes of Relations, 
born above the regards of Charity, many Great 
and Noble. Enlargemeats of Generoſity and Love, 
gives himſelf liberally to .ſhed abroad his, Boun- 


ties about the World, whereſoever the . Occaſions 


of Piety and Charity call upon him; ſilently ſlid- 
ing out ſuch Sums through ſecret Hands, be- 
ſides what went to the. Founding. of that Mag- 
nificent Receſs which is the Delight and Praiſe 
of all Beholders, for the Succour and Reception 
of decay'd Livers, as muſt ariſe to a vaſt Ac- 
count When caſt together; Devoting whole E- 
ſtates, for the Rearing and Endowment. of {auch 
an HOSPITAL, for the libegal Education of 


poor Children, as will be the Wonder of the 
| Age, 
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Ape, and take up a Treaſure, to anſwer all the 
21 Occaſions of it, as muſt ſeem iſſuing, rather, 
out of a Royal Exchequer, than from à Private 
Hand: Not reckoning the many coſtly Orna- 
ments and Repairs - he beftow'd upon God's 
Houſes, and the Proviſions he has made, and 
projected, for the Service, and the Servants of 
God; which fall not far ſhort of the reſt of his 
Noble Diſpenſations: Upon whoſe yy cn: ſuch 
an All- ſufficient Bleſſing pours down from Hea- 
ven, that the more «bundantly he deals it abroad, 
the more, ſtill, it ſeems abounding; like the Wi- 
dow's Oil, ſtill filling up by being ſhed out; or 
rather, like the Subſtance of the Sun, never the 
more conſumed, for being evermore conſuming ; 
whoſe Generoſity being, in reſemblance of that, 
diffuſive, and univerſal; And the Motions of his 
Will, ſo perfectly unconſtrain d and free, that Im- 
rtunity ſerves more to Repe), than to put it 
rward, and ſmooth and oily Words, rather to 
clog, than ſpeed the Regularity of it: All the 
Parts of whoſe Life and Character being of one 
intire Piece with this: A devout, and : conſtant 
Votary at the Divine Worſhip he encourages ; 
and as Zealous a Performer, as Promoter, of all 
the Pious Exerciſes of our Eſtabliſh*d Church. A 
juſt, and punctual Man, to a Religious exactneſs; 
Temperate, Sober, and Severe, like the firſt E- 
2 Biſhop : And Grave, and Venerable in his 
Aſpect, correſpondent to the Purity of his Morals. 
When you have the Idea, and Image of ſuch 
a a Good and Godlike Perſonage before your Eyes, 
you have then a jaſt Example given you, to ex- 
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plain the bleſſed Rule, and Precept I have di- 

ſcours'd on. And in the ſame Proportion as he 
keeps up to the compleatneſs of this Character, Ad- 
mire, and Eſteem him thereafter. Bethink not then 
the cautious and frugal Manner, wherewith he La- 

bours to perpetuate ſuch huge ſtupendous Bene- 

ficencies ; but rather (ſhould the worſt of your 

Fears take Place) chearfully permit a ſhare of 

one Publick Fund, to run in with another, to 

render it ſtill the more Immenſe and Matchleſs. 

Conſider, that, howſoever his bounteous Beams 

and Rays may be diſpers d to remoter Parts; it is 

certain, he Shines down upon you, in dire& and 

full Meridian. Honour, t il an Reſpect, and 
Reverence him; and Praiſe God for him. Thiok 
not a Publick Statue too Great to expreſs your Gra- 
titude : Perpetuate his good Name upon your 
Records; and let his Memory be ever precious a- 
mong you from Generation to Generation. 
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